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Where are they?
Of the three elemen-

tary schools that are most 
crowded, two of them are 

on the west side  
of Lawrence.  

The map shows  
the areas that  

those schools serve.
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Some schools getting crowded
Of the three elementary schools with the highest per-

centages of their building capacity in use, one of them is 
expected to be above the district’s recommended capacity 
in 2021-22, and another should near capacity in a few years. 
Future estimates for crowding at these schools are shown 
below. Quail Run is in blue, Prairie Park in green and 
Langston Hughes in purple. The highlighted area repre-
sents the district’s recommended capacity level of 85% to 
95%.
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FINDING ROOM TO GROW
School district reinstates 
boundary advisory panel

In light of a future enroll-
ment forecast showing 
an elementary school will 

reach its full capacity in the 
next few years, the Lawrence 
school district has reinstated a 
committee that reviews school 
enrollment boundaries.

But the committee could 
look into addressing more 
than just one building’s ca-
pacity issues.

Along with the expectation 
that Quail Run Elementary 
will reach 99% capacity by 
the 2024-25 school year, the 

district’s forecast also shows 
some elementary schools 
far below an 85% threshold, 
which the district’s enroll-
ment consultants consider 
the optimal utilization for 
building capacity. 
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By Dylan Lysen
l l l

dlysen@ljworld.com ‘‘If you balance it 
correctly, you can have 
a positive impact on the 
budget, class sizes and on 
any number of factors...”

— Kelly Jones,  
Lawrence School Board president

Retail sales numbers drop near the bottom among state’s biggest cities
Years ago, tourism lead-

ers used to call every 
weekend that featured 

a home KU football game 
a million-dollar weekend. I 
don’t know what impact price 
inflation and fan deflation 
have had on that figure, but 
the point is still the same: The 
local economy gets a big-
dollar boost by spending from 

football fans. 
So it shouldn’t be a sur-

prise that the latest retail 

sales figures for Lawrence 
show that September — the 
real start of football season 
— don’t look so good. Games 
were delayed and played 
with far smaller crowds than 
normal because of COVID-19 
precautions. Retail sales tax 
collections in Lawrence were 
down 6.2% compared with 
the same period a year ago. 

That was one of the steepest 
declines of any major retail 
market in the state. 

At least we can take com-
fort in not being Manhat-
tan, where some people say 
college football is a slightly 
bigger deal, right? Actually, 
not this time. Sales tax collec-
tions in the state’s other major 
college town were off by just 

1.1% compared with the same 
period a year ago. 

What’s up? Perhaps K-State 
fans bought an extra bever-
age or two to numb the pain 
from their early-season loss 
to Arkansas State, while KU 
fans didn’t know when to buy 
another beer, given the cup 
filling up with tears and all. 
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Five years on, Bledsoe is enjoying life as free man
By Mackenzie Clark

mclark@ljworld.com

Brynlee Alice Jean Bledsoe 
is still too young to know the 
significance, but someday 
she’ll understand that her 
middle names are in honor 
of two of the women who 

helped free her father from 
prison in 2015. 

Brynlee, who will turn 2 
next month, and her two big 
brothers are making the time 
pass by much more quickly 

for Floyd Scott Bledsoe than 
it did as he spent almost 16 
years behind bars. 

This Tuesday, Dec. 8, will 
mark five years since Bled-
soe, now 43, was released 
from prison after DNA and 

other evidence proved he did 
not murder his 14-year-old 
sister-in-law in 1999. 

Attorneys at the Univer-
sity of Kansas’ Paul E. Wilson 
Project for Innocence and 
Post-Conviction Remedies 

and the Midwest Innocence 
Project worked for years on 
Bledsoe’s case. They’re still 
in the picture, and they’ve be-
come like family, too, he said. 
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Bledsoe

Family, quest for accountability in wrongful conviction keep him busy
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